AT    GRIPS    WITH    MOSCOW

'Liberal* years of the century it became all the
more pronounced, culminating in Bismarck's
settlement policy and his notorious Expropriation
Law. He wanted to transplant German chauvinism
to what had been Polish soil from the dawn of
European history, pursuing his design with brutal
severity. For example, the wording of the Educa-
tion Law of 1873, clearly reflects the settled inten-
tion of cultural repression. 'The Polish language',
the relevant passage reads, 'remains part of the
curriculum for Polish-speaking children, but the
Government may in suitable cases direct other-
wise.' It did 'direct otherwise*, and down to the
twentieth century Polish children were thrashed
to recite the Ave Maria and the Lord's Prayer not
in their native tongue, but in German.

Then there was the German policy of settling
Germans on Polish soil. It speaks much for the
resistance of the Poles that between 1896 and 1914
the Germans registered gains in land in only
fifteen districts in the Provinces of Poznan and
West Prussia and losses in forty-nine districts,,
despite the fact that the scheme was backed by the
whole might of the German Imperial Government,
and also by a special fund of 500,000,000 marks.
It was anger over this failure that matured in the
German Government the idea of the Expropriation
Law which shocked the civilized world. A country
which regarded the sacredness of private property
as one of the main foundations of the State, and
Socialism as a subversive policy, was dispossessing
Poles who had owned their land for ten centuries*
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